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1. REVIEW OP BRITISH AIRWAYS INCIDENT AS FAR AS CAN BE OBTAINED 
THIS MORNING POLLOWS: 

2. PLIGHT BA 771, VC- 10 AIRCRAPT FLYING PROM BOMBAY TO BAHRAIN, 

BEIRUT AND LONDON, WAS HIJACKED TWO HOURS ALTER BEIRUT TAKEOPP 
ON SUNDAY, MARCH 3 AND LANDED AT AMSTERDAM THREE HOURS LATER 
WHERE IT WAS BURNED WITHOUT PATALITY OR SERIOUS INJURY TO ANY 
PERSON. HIJACKERS CONSISTED OP TWO ARABIC MEN OP NATIONALITY 

AND INDENTITY SO PAR UNKNOWN, WHO ARE IN DUTCH CUSTODY. PASSENGERS, 
PRESUMBABLY INCLUDING SEVERAL AMERICAN CITIZENS WHOM WE HAVE SO 
PAR BEEN UNABLE TO INDENTIPY, ARE BEING TAKEN TO THEIR LONDON 
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WERE GATHERED BY HIJACKERS AND PRESUMABLY BURNED IN AIRCRAFT 
ALONG WITH CABIN BAGGAGE, BUT HOLD BAGGAGE APPARENTLY ESCAPED 
SERIOUS DAMAGE.AT THIS WRITING AIRCRAFT IS BEING INSPECTED FOR 
POSSIBLE FURTHER EXPLOSIVES. 

3. HIJACKERS REPORTEDLY BOARDED AIRCRAFT IN BEIRUT, WHERE ALL 
PASSENGERS AND CABIN BAGGAGE WERE SEARCHED ELECTRONICALLY. AFTER 
TAKEOFF AT 1204 GMT, WHITH 92 PASSENGERS AND 10 CREW, AIRCRAFT 

WAS HIJACKED AT 1408 GMT BY TWO WELL-DRESSED ARABS WITH GRENADES 
AND PISTOLS. (AMERICAN REPORTER, AT AMSTERDAM WAS LATER TOLD BY 
AMERICAN PASSENGER, PETER BANKO FROM NEW YORK, THAT HE HAD NOTICED 
THAT THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS ON BOARDING CARRIED EQUIPMENT SUCH AS 
CASSETTE RECORDER AND RADIO WHICH COULD CAMOUFLAGE WEAPONS FROM 
ELECTRONIC DETECTION.) HIJACKERS REMOVED CREW'S HEADSETS AND 
OXYGEN OUTLETS, ORDERED CAPTAIN AND ENGINEER INTO TOURIST COM- 
PARTMENT, AND THREATENED TWO REMAINING OFFICERS AT CONTROLS. 

THEY DIRECTED PASSENGERS TO REMOVE SHOES. IT IS UNDERSTOOD BUT 
NOT VERIFIED THAT HIJACKERS DIRECTED PLANE TO AMSTERDAM FOR 
UNKNOWN REASON. WHILE SCHIPHOL AIRPORT ORIGINALLY REFUSED LANDING 
PERMIT, PERMISSION WAS GIVEN AFTER PILOT REPORTED FUEL SHORTAGE 
AND LANDING WAS MADE AT 1716 GMT WITH AIRPORT CLOSED TO OTHER 
TRAFFIC. LANDING AREA WAS EFFICIENTLY CONTROLLED BY DUTCH WITH 
POLICE, FIRE FIGHTERS, AND AMBULANCES ON THE SPOT. PASSENGERS 
REMAINED CALM EVEN WITH HIJACKERS SPRINKLED FUEL MATERIAL 
(INCLUDING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES) THROUGH CABIN. CHUTES HERE 
DEPLOYED AND PASSENGERS AND CREW EVACUATED BEFORE FIRE WAS 
STARTED. HIJACKERS WERE ARRESTED RUNNING FROM PLANE. TWO MINOR 
INJURIES WERE SUSTAINED DURING EVACUATION AND ONE PASSENGER 
WITH HEART CONDITION WAS HOSPITALIZED OVERNIGHT. PASSENGERS LOSTS 
WRAPS AND SHOES IN FIRE. 

4. STATEMENTS OR OBJECTIVES OF HIJACKERS ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THEY ARE STILL BEING QUESTIONED. 

5. AS REPORTED TELEPHONIC ALLY TO DEPT OPS CENTER ON EVENING OF 
MARCH 3, DCM WAS INFORMED BY MINTRANS WESTERTERP THAT GON HAS TAPE 
OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN HIJACKERS AND BEIRUT TOWER IN WHICH FORMER 
BOASTED THAT "NEXT HIJACKING" WOULD BE OF US AIRCRAFT. 
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